
Getting to Know Your HOBO

GETTING THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT

The current HOBOs in the Baker Lighting Lab can collect: 
 - Relative Humidity
 - Temperature
 - Basic Light (on/off)
 - Can use 1-4 external channels
Choosing a HOBO then depends on what you are trying to record and where. Once you have found the appropriate 
HOBO (see detail to left) you can then download HOBOware online. Be sure to also check out a USB interface 
cable in order to connect your device.

To download the software go to: http://www.onsetcomp.com/products/software

LAUNCHING YOUR HOBO

The first step to launching a HOBO data logger is to install the HOBOware software on your computer or use 
one of the computers in the DCL.  After you have installed and opened the software, connect your HOBO to the 
computer with a USB interface cable and select “Launch” from the logger menu under the “Device” tab.  The 
launch dialog box will appear and feature the default values from the previous launch.
 -Select only the channels you need for your research.
 -Notice the results on battery life when choosing logging intervals.
 -Start options take their reading from the computers time and date settings.   
We recommend you start logging data when you launch the HOBO, but always remember to record the time 
and duration of the data that is relevant. Once activated and logging, your HOBO’s external red light will begin 
blinking. If not, check the start options you have selected or the current battery life of your HOBO.  It is always a 
good idea to do a test run to make sure you have the right equipment and that your HOBO is working correctly. 
For an External Pendant HOBO a Baker Lab Assistant will start it for you in the lab so be sure when checking out 
this equipment that you come prepared with the time intervals and start date for your experiment.

PLACING YOUR HOBO

You are liable for the full cost of replacement for any damaged or missing equipment, so when placing your 
HOBO make sure you contact the appropriate building services, tape your name and phone number to 
each HOBO, and place them out of sight if possible.   Also make sure to keep your HOBO dry.  The HOBO U12 
data loggers are meant for indoor use and can be permanently damaged by corrosion if they get wet.  Please 
protect them appropriately from water, condensation, and heat.  The HOBO Pendant can be used outdoors and 
in other wet or humid conditions. 

RETRIEVING YOUR DATA FROM INTERNAL HOBOs

To retrieve the collected data, select “Readout” under the “Logger” menu on the main menu bar.   When 
downloading the data, the software will prompt you for a file name for saving the file.  Save the file and then open 
it to view the results. The HOBO allows you to retrieve data without relaunching, so make sure when you have 
finished using it to stop it by clicking on the “Stop” button in the tool bar. After you have downloaded the data, you 
can export the raw data into to a Microsoft Excel file.  To do this go to the file menu and select “Export Plot Data” 
to create a new file and save it as a .xcl file. See online tutorials for step-by-step instructions.

RETRIEVING YOUR DATA FROM EXTERNAL PENDANT HOBOS

A Baker Lab assistant will retrieve your External Pendant HOBO data in the Baker Lab. They will either e-mail the 
data to you or you can bring a flash drive/external hard drive that the Assistant can save the file to.

RETURN ALL EQUIPMENT TO THE BAKER LIGHTING LAB
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR REPLACING ANY LOST, STOLEN, OR DAMAGED EQUIPMENT
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